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the troops who had not fought to assist the inhabitants in getting the fire under ; still a great many houses were burnt. After having visited and rewarded the wounded, the glorious remains of the two first columns who had failed in their attempt, Napoleon wished also to see the third column, which had carried Katisbon under his eyes. He testified his satis-faction, and decorated several. On the marshal reminding him of my old and new claims to the rank of major, Napoleon replied, £ You may consider the thing done.' Then, turning to Berthier, c Make me sign his commission the first time you bring up any papers.3 I could only congratulate myself, I could not reasonably expect the Emperor to suspend his important work that I might have my commission a few days earlier. Indeed, I was almost beside myself at the marks of satisfaction which the Emperor and the marshal had shown towards me, and at the praises which my comrades and I received on all hands.
As you may suppose, before leaving the neighbourhood of the bridge, I had the Paris lady fetched from the chapel and taken to her house by an officer. The marshal, seeing the soldiers helping her to re-cross the grating, asked me how she got there. I told him the story, which he passed on to the Emperor, who laughed a good deal, and said that he should like to see the lady.
Among the many spectators of our attack—which, as I have said, was delivered in full view of the Grand Army—were Marshal Mass6na and his staff. One of them, M. Pelet,1 now Director-General of Military Stores, has written in his excellent work on the campaign of 1809: 'Marshal Lannes seized a ladder, and was starting to fix it himself; his aides-de-camp struggled to stop him. At the sight of this generous contest, the mass of our soldiers fell on the ladders, caught them up, and crossed the intervening span, preceded by the aides-de-camp. In the twinkling of an eye the ladders were fixed, the
l General Pelet, to whom we owe several works on Napoleon's campaigns, was appointed Direct or-General of Military Stores in 1830, and lived till .1858. The passage quoted is ' Me"moires sur la Guerre de 1809,' vol. iL pp. 107, 8.bon, and orderedam going back this moment/    cVery sorrjr, but you will show us the bridge before you go back.ch attack would fail that he had not even placed a sentry outside the archway to let him know what was going on, so he was thunderstruck at seeing us come up in his rear.
